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MAKING YOUR OWN COAL LOADS 
 

 
 
Making your own coal loads in easy and quick for 
any scale train. 
 
STEP 1 - Cut a piece of thin Styrofoam to fit into 
your hopper. 

 
 
STEP 2 - Shape the Styrofoam with a rough file or, 
as in the picture, a Stanley Surform.  Be sure to do 
this over a trash can. 
 

 
 

STEP 3 - Put a very heavy coat of latex black paint 
on the Styrofoam 
 

 
 
STEP 4 - Roll the wet paint covered Styrofoam in 
coal.  This will be very messy, but latex paint will 
wash off easily. 
 

 
 
STEP 5 - Allow to dry completely.  Use a hair dryer 
to speed up the drying process. 
 

 
 
STEP 6 - Place coal load in your hopper. 
 
Bring your own hopper to the May meeting and 
build your own coal load. 
 
Incidentally, this process can be used for trains of 
any gauge. 
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